
Freshman English CP Independent Reading Choices: 
 

 Armageddon Summer is a novel written by Jane Yolen and Bruce Covelle about two children of religious fanatics 
whose reverend believes that the world will end on July 27, 2000 and leads their families in preparing for Armageddon. 
  

Blue Sword is a fantasy novel written by Robin McKinley about Harry Crewe, who becomes the heir to the Blue Sword 
that no woman has used since Lady Aerin. 
  

Born on a Blue Day: A Memoir: Inside the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant is a memoir by Daniel Tammet 
recounting his long struggle to emotionally connect with others. He describes his childhood and adolescence. 
  

Call of the Wild is a novel of survival written by Jack London about a suburban dog who is kidnapped and must struggle 
for existence against the frozen Alaskan Klondike as a he pulls a dog sled. 
  

Eric is a memoir written by Doris Lund about her seventeen-year-old son, Eric, who finds out he has Leukemia just 
before he is to leave for college but is still able to exhibit the will to survive. 
 

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers is a book about Richie.  He should never have even been in the army, but he ends 
up in the middle of the Vietnam War. 
 

Fields of Fire, a war novel written by Jim Webb, follows the lives of several Marines serving in the Vietnam War.  
  

Friday Night Lights is a novel by H.G. Buzz Bissinger that captures the great phenomenon of Friday night lights. 
  

I Am Malala is a memoir by Malala Yousafzai.  When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl 
spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 
2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while 
riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. 
 
Izzy, Willy-Nilly is a novel written by Cynthia Voigt about a beautiful, popular girl who makes a bad choice and must 
live with the consequences, and in the process, discovers who her real friends are. 
  

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier is a memoir by Ishmael Beah.  A former child soldier in Sierra Leone 
recalls the heart-wrenching experiences that changed him from an innocent 12-year-old into a killer. 
  

The Sword and the Stone is a classic by T.H. White which retells the epic of King Arthur and his shining Camelot. 
 

Shame the Stars a novel by Guadalupe Garcia McCall is a captivating romance filled with political intrigue, set in Texas 
during the explosive years of Mexico’s revolution. Eighteen-year-old Joaquin del Toro's future looks bright. He’s set to 
inherit his family’s Texas ranch. He’s in love with Dulcena and she’s in love with him. But it’s 1915, and trouble has 
been brewing along the US-Mexico border, and ordinary citizens are caught in the middle. 
 

Speak is a 1999 novel by Laurie Halse Anderson about a teenager named Melinda Sordino who is raped at a party during 
summer vacation 
  

Thirteen Reasons Why is a novel by Jay Asher. When Clay receives a package of cassette tapes that explain his 
classmate’s suicide, he is forced to consider how his own actions, and those of others, contributed to her decision. 
Note: The Netflix series is in many ways different from the novel.  Key characters and events have been altered.  

 
This Boy's Life: A Memoir is by Tobias Wolf about when he was young and was separated from his father and brother 
after his parents’ divorce.  He had to move around constantly and deal with his new hostile stepfather. 

http://encore.skokielibrary.info/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1117419


 Madison High School Independent Reading Form 
                                                                                                     Name:________________________ 

Book Title:______________________________________ Date:_________________________ 

Course:_______________________ 

Directions:  As you are reading your independent book, complete the following assignment.  Be sure 
to use complete sentences and refer to actual examples from the story.  Our goal is to see if you have 
read AND thought about what you have read. 
  

1.   Copy down a memorable passage from the book of  no more than thirty words or three 
sentences.  It should be a passage that you think is worth remembering. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

            Now explain why you have chosen this passage from the book.  What does it show about 
characters?  Why is it interesting? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 2.     Describe one character's personality.  Give at least three examples from the story that reveal this 
personality. 
                        Character's Name: ______________________________________________________ 
  

Character's Personality:__________________________________________________ 
  

Examples that support this personality: 
1.______________________________________________________________ 

                                      ______________________________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________________________ 

                                     _______________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________ 

                                    _______________________________________________________________ 

(Continue to other side)  



Madison High School Independent Reading Form, Continued 
  

3.     Identify a significant event in the story.  EXPLAIN the importance of the event.  Does it cause 
a change in a character?  Does it resolve a conflict? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
4.     To highlight the significance of this book for you, write a FOUR sentence response to ONE of 

the following questions.: 
 a. How has this book supported or changed your opinions on a particular topic? 

b. Choose a character that you can relate to.  Explain who it is and how you can relate. 
c. Choose an event that you can relate to.  Explain what it is and how you can relate. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.     What is one thing you really like about the book and why?  Be specific. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.     If you could change one thing about the book, what would it be and why?  Be specific. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 


